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2002

·Local banker talked to local Agribusiness Management 
graduate whose family owns a big farm stand in NY state 
about setting up a farmers market at historic glass factory 
turned shopping/office center (Seneca Center). 

¹ Original intention was to get a grant to restore furnace room 
there and create a year round farmers market. 

·Started with advisory group that included banker, owner 
of Seneca Center, Monongalia County Extension agent,  
Agribusiness person from WVU College of Agriculture, & 
a number of local producers
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2002

·Market manager was paid from Extension funds and 
from owners of Seneca Center.

¹ Volunteers from Master Gardeners helped with set up and 
staffing the market each week. 

·Open from June until October 26 

·17 vendors (about 10 on a regular basis) 

·No fee paid by the vendors 
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2003

·During the winter, vendors and advisors met, led by 
Extension agent, and Morgantown Farmers Market 
Growers Association (was then called the Farmers Market 
at Seneca Center) was formed.

¹ Bylaws written and adopted.

¹ Market rules written and adopted.

¹ Vendor application developed and adopted.

¹ Market manager list of duties developed and adopted.

¹ Board of directors elected. 
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2003

·Market manager was Master Gardener volunteer. 

·Open from June 7 until October 18 

·Opened with 8 vendors and averaged 10 each Saturday. 

·Fee paid by vendors $25 per season 
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2004

·Market managers were WVU students

¹ Agribusiness Management major receiving internship credit

¹Masterôs student in Agricultural Education

¹ Supervised by Mon County Extension agent

¹ Each paid a stipend of $20 per Saturday

·Open from June 5 until mid -October

·Fee paid by vendors $25 per season 

6

Photo by the late Tom McCutcheon



2005

·Market managers were graduate students in Agricultural 
Education

¹ One from last year

¹ New one who had a strong interest in farmers markets (did 
thesis on farmers markets in WV and is now executive 
secretary of Farmers Market Coalition)

¹ Supervised by Mon County Extension agent

¹ Each paid a stipend of $20 per Saturday

·Open from May 28 until October 15 

·Fee paid by vendors $50 per season
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2005

·Emailed newsletter started

¹ Customers sign up to receive weekly emails of:

ėProducts available

ėEvents or musicians or nonprofit groups at the market

ėRecipes

ėNews about vendors or agriculture

¹ 150 customers on the emailing list

8

Photo by the late Tom McCutcheon


